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Catrina Kwiatek
• Tech Strategy (set the future 

direction of tech strategy)
• Tech/Business BA (solving complex 

business problems)
• Tech Productivity team (Improving 

Processes in the business)

I am an avid AFL fan – GO 
MELBOURNE ☺ I flew down quite a 
few times this year to watch my team 
only for them to lose!

My job and studies

How I got into tech
From my degree, I developed a passion 
about harnessing the power of technology 
to improve business processes. I believe 
through technology, we can make a 
positive difference to the world.

Fun things about me

A Community Placement at university to 
create a educational website to help 
Australian society understand the 
benefits of medicinal medicine for 
patients suffering from a range of severe 
illnesses.

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self
Explore different options in the technology field – I am non-technical and so grateful that I 
was aware that you do not need to be very technical to get into the technology field. I work 
as a Business Analyst bridging the gap between technology and business and have no 
idea how to code.
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Fatemeh Salehi
● I studied Aerospace Engineering and 

got my PhD degree in Renewable 
Engineering. 

● I worked two years as an engineer in 
consulting firm. 

● I am now a fluid flow computational 
modelling expert and lecturer at 
Macquarie University

I enjoy nature and outdoor activities. 
I love swimming, climbing, bush 
walking and camping.
I am an expert in making fancy 
breakfast and enjoy baking 
occasionally.  

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I grew up in a STEM-oriented family 
and enjoyed doing science experiment 
with my brother. Engineering allows 
me to be creative. As an engineer, 
somehow you will come with an idea to 
solve problems. 

Fun things about me

● Aircraft conceptual design
● Power plant combined cycle 

design 
● Numerical modelling of internal 

combustion engines   

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Study hard, learn maths in more depth and do not be afraid to try new things. 
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Isabella Beatty
● Business Analyst in Digital
● UNSW – Bachelor of Commerce 

(Info Systems, Marketing, French)
● My favourite subjects at school 

were music, English and 
economics. 

● I love playing piano, I use to teach it
● I used be a ballerina!
● In my free time, I like to read, dance 

and go surfing or skiing
● I speak French and Spanish

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I was always interested in computers but 
never imagined working in technology as 
it seemed to only be for geniuses who 
were good at maths and science… I went 
to uni to study commerce and 
accounting, but became fascinated in the 
future of technology for business after 
taking an elective subject in Information 
Systems.

Fun things about me

● I’ve designed and made dresses and 
outfits to wear to weddings and 
parties.

● I went to China in 2016 with uni to visit 
the major tech companies (Ofo Bike, 
Baidu, Cai Nao) 

● In my previous role, I prepared 
research and speeches on emerging 
technologies for leaders.

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self
Always find the time to follow your passions, you never know where they’ll take 
you and what you’ll learn along the way ☺ 
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Know yourself. What do you like to do? Who inspires you? What are you good at? 
So much of the world tells you how you should behave, but the best thing you can do 
is figure out what matters to you. 

● Built ModCloth mobile app
● Built a product to help women 

find clothes that fit them online
● Built Google Analytics new 

mobile solution 
● Making Blogger better

I LOVE HOBBIES! I sail, salsa 
dance, read, scuba dive, and host 
dinner parties. I think my hobbies 
actually make me better at my job 
:)

I’ve always loved math as well as puzzles 
like Sudoku or Crosswords. I didn’t take a 
Computer Science course until the last 
semester of my senior year, and I LOVED 
IT!I kept thinking, “why didn’t anyone tell 
me about this earlier??”

● Studied Civil Engineering- I used 
to work in construction!

● I do Product Management,  
helping craft a strategy to connect 
tech with humans

● 3 years at ModCloth
● Google-- Analytics, Maps, Blogger

Fontaine Foxworth
My job and studies

How I got into tech

Fun things about me

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
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Astrid Jonelynas

● Bachelor of Mechatronics Engineering 
[Honours] at Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT)

● Engineering Intern at CSIRO
● Undergraduate Mechatronics Engineer 

at BHP Billiton
● Graduate Engineer at Commonwealth 

Bank of Australia (CBA)

I absolutely love animals and plants. 
In my spare time you will find me 
cooking up something vegan 
friendly or watering and admiring my 
many indoor plants.

I also love traveling and last year 
visited 9 countries alone!

My Job & Studies

How I Got Into Tech
I changed into an engineering degree 
after only enjoying the programming 
aspects of an interactive and visual 
design arts degree I had originally started. 
I have enjoyed bringing technical projects 
to life at work and at home ever since!

Fun Things About Me

● For my Honours project at 
university I programmed CBA’s 
humanoid robot Chip (who is as 
tall as me!)

● At university I also built a soccer 
robot and a vision controlled robot 
arm. 

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self?
You don’t need to have all the answers or a concrete plan, there are so many 
more years ahead to work out what you want to do and what makes you happy. 
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Erica Hu
My Job & Studies
● USYD Bachelor IT & Commerce 

(Honours)
● Summer Intern at Telstra
● Graduate in Analytics and 

Information (CBA)

How I Got into Tech
Complete accident to be honest – I 
chose the field as an exploratory 
exercise in university, and here I am. It 
was a steep learning curve but now 
I’m loving it, and I’m so glad I made 
this choice.

Fun Things About Me
● I’m a runner and I drag everyone else in
● I enjoy geocaching
● I am willing to exchange favours for 

chocolate chip muffins
● Christmas excites me like no other 

holiday

Cool Projects I’ve done
● Research project where I had to build an 

interactive visualisation for Australian 
medical data – it then got picked up by 
KPMG to get further developed!

● Various programming competitions – which 
happens to be a great way to learn new 
languages!

What advice would you give you 16 year old self?
Don’t make decisions based on what other people recommend or think is a “good career”. 
Make decisions based on what you want. If you don’t know what you want, try something 
out and don’t be afraid of changing directions or “falling behind”.
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Dr Vanessa Pirotta
● Marine scientist
● I study whales and dolphins
● I use drones to collect whale 

snot
● I drive boats and travel the 

world for whale research

I’m a massive plane nerd and enjoy 
wildlife photography and freediving. 
I recently visited my ultimate dream 
destination: the Galapagos Islands!

My job and studies

How I got into tech
During my PhD I pioneered non-invasive 
whale research using drones for an 
assessment of whale health. At the time 
I didn’t know much about drones, so I 
worked together with drone experts to 
develop our waterproof, whale snot 
collecting drones!

Fun things about me

● I travelled to Madagascar to 
collect whale snot.

● I was a marine mammal observer 
on a research voyage to 
Antarctica.

● I finally saw a river dolphin in the 
Amazon River! 

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Follow your passion and meet new people. Your passion will ultimately lead you 
on an exciting journey to fulfilling a very cool career path. 
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Sarah Amos
● Architecture Analyst 
● Bachelor Info Tech University of 

Queensland, major software 
systems and HCI 2016

● 2017 ES Graduate CommBank 
● ICT intern Tbar Regional 

Council

I am decent at accidently killing 
plants and painting odd looking 
landscapes. Adventuring and taking 
on the world one foolish choice after 
another. 

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I found my way into technology 
through my passion for design. 
Starting in a design degree I quickly 
learnt that I loved web development 
and I wasn’t bad at it either. 

Fun things about me

● My favourite uni project was 
creating a native app partnering 
with a research institution looking 
at eliminating the cane toad 
population in Australia 

● We did this by ‘gamifying’ the 
distribution of baits

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
It’s important to learn your natural strengths and ability. Once you can understand what 
makes you great, figuring out how you add value will shortly follow. I know Mum and Dad 
are annoying right now but they only are trying to help. 
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Nadine Abdelazim

● Scrum master for the last 8 years
● Started as a Java developer
● Bachelor of computer science and 

information systems
● Worked in Hewlett Packard, 

Vodafone, Optus

I love sports very much. I used to be 
a gymnast but quit long time ago 
and now trying to get back on track.
I do running and participate in 
almost all Sydney’s running events.

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I always had this passion about 
programming and problem resolving. 
I joined university and majored in 
computer science to be able to 
innovate in information technology 
and create IT solutions for future 
challenges.

Fun things about me

● A project called internet in the car 
(IITC) offering in-car Wi-Fi connection 
powered by Vodafone M2M

● A solution to send SMSs to patients 
informing them with physicians 
appointments and medication 
reminders.

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Always push and challenge your limits. This is the only way you will excel fast 
Don’t be afraid to make mistakes, this is how you learn
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Cindy Ong
● Graduate Software Engineer
● I’ve worked on a wide range of 

things – front end, backend, 
testing, even cool internal tools! 

● Bachelor of Science (Computer 
Science) at USYD

I love drawing (comics and fanart), 
photography, dabbling into 
animation, staring at nature, and 
dogs… I’ve gone on road trips and 
did City2Surf with my workmates, 
too! And I’ve been to Japan 3 times 
☺

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I actually thought I wanted to be a dentist 
for a while, but just wasn’t for me! I liked 
computers, and my brother pointed out 
that even if I started coding in Uni, I’d be 
fine if I got through the foundations. So I 
tried out an Intro to Programming for just 
1 semester, and I loved it!

Fun things about me

● Uplifting existing Netbank pages 
such as HomeLoanProtection

● Touched some *special internal 
tools*

● Helped coordinate and host a 
Year 10 Work Experience / 
Mentoring program!

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
If something’s not working out for you, don’t be scared to try out something 
new. That being said, don’t be scared – there are a lot of alternate pathways out 
there!
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Jennifer May

● Bachelor of Engineering, ANU
● Internships at Cochlear and 

CSIRO developing 
health-related technology

● Graduate Software Engineer in 
CommBank tech stream

• I love playing sport, beach and indoor 
volleyball are my faves

• I love eating delicious food
• I love reading epic fantasy books, 

playing board games and watching 
TV

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I came across programming in my 
first year of uni and I enjoyed it so 
much I picked up more courses. Now, 
I love it and it is where my career is 
headed!

Fun things about me

● I’ve worked on implantable 
medical devices that help people 
who are hard of hearing

● I ran a career development 
program at uni to help other 
students transition into their 
careers

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Don’t stress about deciding what to do with your career. Every step you take opens 
up different opportunities and your plans will change but it usually works out ok

Meet more women in STEM: bit ly/CwSWomeninSTEM



Briana Wade

● Junior Threat Intel Analyst - ES 
Graduate, CBA

● NSW Government Office of the 
GCISO – Work Experience

● KidTechnic – Principle in Business
● M5 Network Security, Northrop 

Grumman Australia – Internship
● Nova Systems – Work Experience

I am one of those crazy people that 
wake up at 5am to go rowing, love 
to bake (makes you very popular at 
work), and love strategy board 
games. 

My job and studies

How I got into tech
Studied Bachelor of Engineering at 
ANU doing electronics engineering, 
systems engineering and robotics. 

Fun things about me

Did some work with Engineers without 
Borders in Cambodia helping rural 
farmers to plant rice seeds (their primary 
source of income) using only locally 
sourced materials to increase produce 
and decrease back injury from the 
repetitive nature of the task.

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Never be afraid to try something new. The fear you have in the unknown should 
be seen as an opportunity to learn and grow - you just have to have that 
courage to start. 
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Aleisha Amohia

• Studied Computer Science and 
Commerce 

• Work as a Developer at Catalyst IT
• President Women Tech club at uni

I love singing and playing with makeup. 
I also love watching and playing sport - 
I've played netball since I was 7 years 
old!

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I really enjoyed Digital Technologies at 
school and had some great teachers 
who never let us forget how important it 
is to have more diverse people and 
women in tech. I also did the Catalyst 
Open Source Academy where I made 
my first contributions to an open source 
project, and led to my current job.

Fun things about me

• Some of the new features I've 
written for Koha (the project I 
work on) have been long and 
hard but so rewarding

• Mentored 3 years in a row at 
Catalyst Academy (yes, the same 
Academy I attended years 
earlier!)

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
We're stronger together! Join a community like VUWWIT at your school or in your 
city, or online, so that you can make friends and grow your network. Also, get a 
mentor - someone who will guide you towards new opportunities and encourage 
you to challenge yourself.
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Jennifer Shook

• Strategy & Operations at CBA
• Studied Chemical Engineering
• Completed internships at South32 

Worsley Alumina refinery and 
Griffith Hack IP Law firm

• I teach Les Mills Group Fitness Classes
• My favourite cuisine is Thai– I review Pad 

Thai on a dedicated  Insta account 
• I’m a huge baseball fan and follow the 

Dodgers

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I always enjoyed maths and science 
growing up, so tech seemed like a natural 
career to head into. I knew I wanted a job 
where I could solve real problems to make 
the world a better place. I chose 
engineering because I get to work 
creatively and think outside the box to find 
solutions. 

Fun things about me

• I researched how to extract oil 
from a native Australian plant, 
to facilitate further treatments 
on various cancer types.

• Developed a model to analyse 
the efficiency of turbines and 
generators for the in-house 
Alumina refinery power plant

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Do what you love. Don’t put too much pressure on yourself to find the perfect career – 
we’re all still trying to figure that out! Study what you enjoy and you’ll find a job that suits 
your passions and strengths.
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Sarah Tan

● A designer in Google Creative 
Lab as a Fiver 

● Exploring the intersection 
between art and technology

● Studied Communication Design 
in RMIT, Melbourne.

I have a massive sweet tooth, my 
team refers me as the person who is 
obsessed with ice cream!

My job and studies

How I got into tech
Back in high school when blogging 
was cool, I didn’t like the standard 
template designs so I taught myself 
HTML and CSS to design my own. 
Shortly after that, I discovered 
Photoshop and it changed my life!

Fun things about me

● Project managing and 
designing Augmented Reality 
projects

● Made a zine full of puns!
● Made a mural completely out of 

Lego pieces for the Google 
Melbourne office

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Follow your passion even if it’ll be tough. With hard work, patience, and tenacity, you 
can make anything work. Embrace challenges, stay humble, and keep an open mind. 
Remember that no one has their life all figured out.
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Amisha Bilimoria
• I was a primary school teacher then 

studied a Master in Technology
• Now I am a Business Analyst in the 

Everyday Banking team at CBA 
• I work to understand the business 

process and impacted systems for 
typical banking products such as 
savings and transaction accounts. 

• I’m the undefeated Canasta and 500 
game card player amongst my friends

• I enjoy baking cakes and cookies 
almost as much as I enjoy eating them! 

• I enjoy all forms of creative art; most 
recently drawing with watercolours.

• I enjoy travelling, especially uncovering 
hidden spots of beauty in Australia.

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I’ve always been interested in computers 
from a very young age; I have fond 
memories of wanting to learn about how 
software worked, as my dad used to 
program PC games for my sister and I.
This intrinsic interest and being inspired by 
my dad’s career in IT prompted me to seek 
a degree in the tech industry.

Fun things about me

• I did a lot of web design during 
high school, and self-taught HTML, 
CSS and some JavaScript

• I created a website of sewing and 
dressmaking tutorials and 
techniques for my own sewing 
project.

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Your career doesn’t define who you are; be open to all opportunities. Focus on your 
values, the intrinsic things that motivate you, and your true passions – the world will 
keep on changing, but you don’t need to change your interests for the world. 
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● Studied Mechatronic Engineering 
and Science at uni

● Now working in ES projects
● Previous teams include service 

management, financial crimes 
technology, and risk tech

I have 3 lovely (and incredibly spoilt) 
dogs at home. I’m an awful dancer, but 
am taking lessons (it seems like a 
valuable life skill). Before coming to 
CommBank, I spent 6 months making 
magic in Disneyworld, Orlando.

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I was pretty good at maths/physics in 
school, and quite enjoyed them. My best 
friend and I took engineering at the 
same uni, and figured if it was awful at 
least we’d have each other. Great 
decision because turns out engineers 
are my favourite people.

Fun things about me

● Automated invoicing processes to 
help pay for my social life during 
uni

● Did my thesis on the use of IR in 
‘smart’ traffic intersections

● Worked in ATM/Fin-crimes during 
a very exciting time

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
In year 10 it was possible to think Maths was really easy. Then we got to year 12 and 
realised we only thought it was easy because we hadn’t hit the hard stuff yet. And that 
happened again when we got to uni. I’m pretty sure there’s a lesson in there about the 
relationship between confidence and capability. 

Kat Tatara
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Serene Chia
● Bachelor of Business Information 

Systems – It’s like a mix between 
Business and IT.

● Interned at a food manufacturing 
and insurance broking company. 

● Now a tech consultant at Deloitte

I love love love singing – favourite is 
improvising on the piano and making 
acoustic covers of EDM/RNB songs. 

Sky diving in Hawaii was the best 
experience of my life. 

My job and studies

How I got into tech
When I was choosing my university course, 
I had no idea what I wanted to do. All I 
knew was what I didn’t want to do. After 
eliminating any other possible course from 
my options list, tech was the last one 
standing. Just so happened I absolutely 
love it! 

Fun things about me

● Building software robots
● Working with lots of different 

companies in lots of different 
industries – food manufacturing, 
legal, health, telecommunications 
and government. 

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Don’t get too stressed if you don’t know what you want to do. Figuring out what 
you want to do can be a life-long journey. Embrace it and take what ever 
opportunities come in your stride. 
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Currently a Business Analyst at 
CBA

Graduated with a Bachelor of  
Business (Finance) and Bachelor of 
Science in Information Technology 
(Information System Management)

• I love brunching with friends. 
Surprisingly

• I recently tried skiing and totally 
enjoyed it.

My job and studies

How I got into tech
I did a range of subjects in high 
school. By process of elimination, I 
realised IT was what I enjoyed the 
most.

Fun things about me

• I helped my uni club build an 
online presence by setting up 
their website

• Giving female high school 
students exposure to STEM

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Definitely follow your passion and do not be afraid to try things because you 
don’t want to live with any regrets.

Tammy Nguyen
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Grace Dugdale
● Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Science 

at the University of Sydney
● Major in Information Systems, Minor 

in English Literature
● 6 Month Study abroad in Boston
● Working in CBA as a Business 

Analyst

I was born in the UK and lived there for 
10 years. For fun I like to do calligraphy, 
and I have recently got into embroidery! 
I am a very enthusiastic Dog and Plant 
Mum, and love to travel. In 2018 I 
visited 7 countries!

My job and studies

How I got into tech
At university I studied Information 
Systems, and enjoyed being able to 
understand and explain why we do 
things a certain way. I love the way 
that I can use my technical knowledge 
to problem solve, and find solutions.

Fun things about me

● At CBA I was lucky enough to work 
on the new Home Loan Application 
that is currently being used by all 
CBA lenders. 

● I have just started in CommSec and 
am working on Exchange Traded 
Options

Cool Projects I’ve Done

What advice would you give your 16 year old self ?
Study what you love, and make the most of your time at school and at university!
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